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As we near the end of another year of accomplishments achieved by the Friends of Oconee Hill 
Cemetery, we realize that our successes have been supported by equal measures of the tangible 
things we can control—for example, funding and the availability of necessary resources—and 
the intangible—enthusiasm, creativity and even Mother Nature. We are grateful both combined 
to make 2018 a productive year for our organization as we continue work to preserve, protect 
and improve our community’s most treasured cemetery.

As you’ve no doubt read in previous newsletters, our beautiful, lush green landscape took 
quite a hit when Tropical Storm Irma tore through Athens in September 2017, felling scores of 
mature trees in the older sections of the cemetery. Although we were certainly not pleased by 
that particular gift from Mother Nature, we were delighted that the Friends were able to plant 
20 replacement trees by January 2018, thanks to financial assistance from the community. We 
were also grateful for the unusually long and wet spring, summer and fall Athens experienced 
this year. Growing without threat of drought, those tender new trees thrived in the rainy weath-
er and promise fresh new green next spring.

Inclement weather did not dampen our spirits when rain and cold forced relocation of our 
Veterans Day observance on November 12 from the cemetery entrance plaza to the Sexton’s 
House. We are, of course, thankful for the previous six years of beautiful fall weather we en-
joyed and are more than grateful for the many board 
members who quickly rearranged event logistics so 
that our Veterans Day guests would still be able to 
honor by their attendance the veterans buried here 
from every branch of our nation’s military who have 
served our nation since the American Revolution.

Over the past year, the Friends welcomed three 
new directors to the board and saw a record high in 
membership contributions, both extremely positive 
developments that we appreciate. As the Friends of 
Oconee Hill Cemetery approach our 20th anniversa-
ry, we are thankful that the mission upon which we 
were founded in 1999 continues to attract enthusi-
astic and dedicated members of the community. 
A growing, imaginative and skilled board brings 
new ideas to our agenda and guarantees our work 
will continue to focus attention on the cemetery’s 
beauty and historic legacy. The financial support we 
can dedicate to our future projects grows with our 
membership numbers, allowing us to focus even 
greater attention on the more tangible aspects of 
the cemetery.

We have a long list of project priorities to choose 
from in the coming year, and you will hear much 
more about these exciting possibilities in the coming 
months. We will continue, of course, to partner as needed with the Oconee Hill Cemetery Trust-
ees as they prioritize their own list of infrastructure improvements and monument repairs, 
projects now made possible by a recently concluded and well-supported capital funds campaign.

Finally, we are grateful for you—our members and friends. As you know, membership 
contributions, along with private donations and grant awards, are the primary sources for the 
funds we need to support our mission. Thank you, Friends. We simply could not do what we do 
without you! At year-end, please remember that FOH is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and 
contributions are tax-deductible.  

Here’s to an equally productive 2019!
With my thanks,
Nancy Bunker Bowen
President 

From the President
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between the cemetery and 
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attention on the cemetery’s 
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of the cemetery through 
membership dues and 

other funding.
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Nancy Bowen, president of FOH, welcomed all guests to our annual 
Veterans Day Observance. William C. “Bill” Huff, founder of the Student 
Veterans Resource Center (SVRC) at the University of Georgia, was the key-
note speaker this year. The annual observance was scheduled for 11 a.m., 
Monday, November 12, 2018, at the flagpole plaza near the entrance to the 
cemetery, but because of inclement weather the Friends moved the obser-
vance inside the Sexton’s House. Huff, a Columbus, Georgia, businessman, 
UGA graduate and Marine Corps Vietnam veteran, launched the SVRC in 
2013 to provide support for today’s military veterans and their families. The 
successful program, the first in the nation of what are now 1,200 programs 
of its type, helps returning veterans readjust to civilian and college life and 
works to boost veteran graduation and job placement rates.

This year’s national Veterans Day event fell near the centennial of the 
Armistice agreement signed November 11, 1918, between Germany and 
Allied forces that brought to an end more than four years of horrific fight-
ing and the loss of millions of lives during World War I. President Bowen 
reminded all in attendance that 100 years ago, at the stroke of the 11th hour 
of the 11th day of the 11th month, an armistice agreement was signed in 
Europe and guns fell silent, ending the world’s first Great War. The Treaty 
of Versailles was signed the following year, officially ending the war.

Huff brought with him three other guests from Columbus: General 
Pete Jones, head of the US Infantry Foundation; John McElveen, dean of 
students at Columbus State; and Susan Lovell, director of Veterans Affairs 
at Columbus State.

Bowen invited guests to stand and join her in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Mrs. Janis Maxwell sang “God Bless America” and asked guests to join 
her. The Rev. Josh Miles, youth pastor at Athens First United Methodist 
Church, gave the invocation. We are proud to remind you that veterans of 
every branch of our nation’s military who have served our country since the 
American Revolution are buried at Oconee Hill Cemetery. 

Bowen asked Gib Johnston, Army veteran, member of the FOH board 
and chair of the observance, to introduce Huff, who reported on the accom-
plishments of the SVRC at UGA. Veterans receive priority in registering for 
classes at UGA. The SVRC has a program that provides suits for veterans 
going to job interviews. It also has a branch in UGA’s law school that can 
write wills and powers of attorney, including medical. Victor Wilson, Vice 
President for Student Affairs at UGA, was helpful in establishing the SVRC 
at UGA as was Ted Barco. 

Huff explained that Memorial Day used to be Decoration Day, when 
families went to cemeteries to put flowers on the graves of loved ones they had lost in wars. In 1954, 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower officially changed Armistice Day to Veterans Day. Huff reported that the 
National Infantry Museum in Columbus is a top national attraction. He paid tribute to all veterans who 
signed a blank check for their military service. Some were wounded, some paid with their life and some 
returned to their families.

All present received a poppy pin, contributed by Ann Frierson and Ann Cabaniss, members of the Co-
lonial Dames. Eleanor Sams designed the flier for the event. The ladies of the Apalachee Chapter, National 
Society, Daughters of the American Revolution, loaned the handsome flag we saluted, and Pat Wade and 
our friends at Janssen provided water and cookies.

Veterans Day Observance at Oconee Hill

Gib Johnston, who has been in charge of 
Veterans Day events at Oconee Hill. 

Speaker Bill Huff. Photos by Mark Costantino.
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This house at 311 North Thomas Street was built by the 
Peck brothers. It was named the Moore-Phinizy-Carlton 
House before it became the Bessie Mell Industrial Home, 
which offered clean and safe lodging for single women 
coming to Athens to work. 

Alice Ann Ridlehuber Bowman 
and L. Milton Perry Join the 
FOH Board
Alice Ann Ridlehuber Bowman graduated from 
Athens Academy in 1982 and from the Uni-
versity of Georgia in 1986, where she majored 
in English. She has a master’s of writing from 
Northeastern University. She and her husband, 
Jeff Bowman, have four children: Caroline, a 
senior at Auburn University; Joe, a freshman at 
the University of Georgia; Hannah, the manager 
of Dr. McKay’s nephrology office; and Jeffrey, 
a DeKalb County firefighter. Jeff Bowman is a 
retired DeKalb County firefighter and paramedic 
who now serves as “nanny” to his granddaugh-
ter Lilly. Alice Ann has taught middle school 
language arts for 25 years, 19 of them at Athens 
Academy. The Bowmans are members of First 
United Methodist Church. Alice Ann is an inac-
tive member of the Athens Garden Club and a 
former member of the Athens Junior League. 

L. Milton Perry earned a bachelor’s degree in 
landscape architecture from Auburn University, 
where he received a Certificate of Merit from 
the American Society of Landscape Architects 
for his thesis on the redesign of Piedmont Park 
in Atlanta. He earned a master’s of business 
administration from the University of Alabama 
with a concentration in finance, accounting and 
real estate. He also earned a master’s of historic 
preservation from the University of Georgia, in 
2015. Milton joined the National Trust in 2013 as 
the business manager in the Historic Sites De-
partment. Prior to that, he worked as the regional 
director of Europe-CIS/Asia for Samaritan’s 
Purse, an international disaster relief organiza-
tion headquartered in Boone, North Carolina. He 
has also served as the regional finance officer at 
Samaritan’s Purse, where he worked alongside 
the finance staff at seven of the organization’s 
international offices. Upon graduating with his 
MBA, he served as the business manager for the 
International Mission Board, where he worked in 
the Balkan Region of Central Europe managing 
the finances for 40 individual units in eight dif-
ferent countries. He also worked as a landscape 
architect in Birmingham, Alabama, on urban 
design and residential landscape design projects. 

Top: Elizabeth and James Carlton lie in uninscribed graves. 
Above: A cast-iron fence with acorn finials (symbolizing 
rebirth) surrounds the Carlton lot on West Hill.  

James Richardson Carlton was born in Virginia in 1795. He came to Greene 
County, Georgia, when he was 20 years old. He moved to Athens to rebuild 
New College at UGA after a fire destroyed the building in 1830. Carlton and 

Benjamin Towns completed 
construction of the UGA 
Chapel in 1832. In “The 
Tangible Past in Athens, 
Georgia,” Charlotte Marshall 
writes, “As the decades of the 
1860s opened, Ross Crane, 
James R. Carlton and other 
antebellum builders were 
active in residential, commer-
cial and public construction 
projects.” Carlton and his 
wife, Elizabeth, are buried 
in uninscribed graves on 

West Hill in Oconee Hill Cemetery. They lived in a house on Thomas Street 
that no longer stands, and they had six sons and six daughters. Elizabeth Ann 
Espy Carlton died in their home on Thomas Street during the Civil War, the day 
federal troops entered Athens on May 13, 1865, to take control. Two unmarried 
daughters then took care of 
their father, who lived to be 
93 years old and died in their 
home on Thomas Street. His 
obituary in the Weekly Ban-
ner-Watchman, from August 
14, 1888, reads, in part, “one 
of the oldest and most highly 
respected citizens, retired 
from active business long ago. 
Man of sterling worth, of fine 
business qualities and unim-
peachable integrity; consistent 
member of Methodist church 
for 60 years. Athens has lost 
a citizen who contributed 
greatly to her development.”

Featured Stone:
Elizabeth and James Carlton, 
West Hill, Lots 46 and 56
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The 2018 Annual Meeting of the Friends of Oconee Hill 
Cemetery was held at the Sexton’s House on Sunday after-
noon, October 21. FOH president Nancy Bowen welcomed 
cemetery Trustees Lucy Allen, Helen Mills and Joe Tillman, 
cemetery general manager Don Smith and guests. Jody 
Wilson Boling, Alice Ann Ridlehuber Bowman and L. 
Milton Perry were introduced as new members of the FOH 
board of directors. Bowen also acknowledged Carl Grimes, 
owner of Greenbrier Landscaping, who was unable to 
attend but is responsible for the overseeing the cemetery 
grounds that, all can agree, have never looked better.

Bowen then opened the business section of the meet-
ing. Minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting, prepared by 
recording secretary Carol Reap and previously approved by 
board officers, were available for review as was the An-
nual Audited Financial Report, prepared by treasurer Sue 
Boatright and the auditing firm of Turner & Patat. Bowen 
then presented the proposed slate of FOH officers for the 
2018–19 term as follows: president, Nancy Bowen; vice 
president, Carol Reap; secretary, Jody Boling; and treasur-
er, Sue Boatright. The slate was approved by the members 
present by voice vote.

As Bowen enumerated the many projects the Friends 
have initiated and completed over the past year, she point-
ed out that each reflects our mission, which is to build 
a partnership between the cemetery and the community 
with a positive focus on the cemetery’s beauty, historic leg-
acy, facilities and needs. These accomplishments include:

1. Committing $16,000 to install 20 large-caliper trees  
to replace ones toppled during Tropical Storm Irma. This  
effort was aided by generous donations from several  
local garden clubs and community friends.

2. Completion of the repairs and restoration of the Wood  
and Perot cast-iron fence around the Lumpkin-Cobb lot.  

2018 Annual Meeting
This was made possible by a grant from the 
Watson-Brown Foundation and funds raised from the 
descendent families through the efforts of Lucy Allen.  
Richard Lane was also instrumental in completing this  
significant project.

3. Publishing the first Oconee Hill Cemetery brochure, 
developed by Tom Hodgson, which includes a map, a  
history and a section that highlights notable Athenians  
who buried there. The brochure will be updated and  
revised and is available to the public.

4. The annual Veterans Day Observance, the only formal 
such observance in Clarke County, featured a speech by 
Major Pittman of UGA’s ROTC Bulldog Battalion.

5. Historical presentations and a tour of the gravesites of 
several notable women in March in observance of Wom-
en’s History Month. This observance was held in conjunc-
tion with UGA’s Willson Center for Humanities and Arts 
and Institute for Women’s Studies.

6. Early risers celebrated the third annual Easter sunrise 
service on April 1 at the Winfield Chapel.

7. Our first Arbor Day celebration was held at the end of 
April to honor local garden clubs who made generous fi-
nancial contributions to our effort to replace trees uproot-
ed by Irma. Special appreciation was expressed to mem-
bers of the Georgia Garden Club Council, who successfully 
secured a grant from the National Garden Club Disaster 
USA Fund.

8. Funding half the cost of a much-needed mobile irriga-
tion system that uses water from the Oconee River. 

Top, left to right: Sylvia Gibson, widow of long-time Trustee 
Robert Gibson; FOH board member Kathy Hoard, Ina Hopkins 
and Trustee Helen Mills; FOH board member Claire James, 
Diane Adams and new board member Alice Ann Bowman. 
Photos by Lucy Allen.

Featured Stone:
Elizabeth and James Carlton, 
West Hill, Lots 46 and 56
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The Trustees have begun work to repair many failing retain-
ing walls and historical monuments, work made possible 
by funds now available from the capital campaign.

9. Membership reached a record high of 400+ and brought 
more than $27,000 into our treasury. These contributions, 
along with grants, private donations and memorials pro-
vide the primary funds to support our mission.

10. The Sexton’s House continues to be a special place. 
Work completed on it includes installation of 
a moisture barrier beneath the house, cleaning and ser-
vicing of the HVAC system and continued acquisition and 
placement of handsome furnishings and accessories.

In conclusion, Bowen thanked all who attended and 
invited the group to share refreshments provided by FOH 
board members.

Sexton’s House Acquisitions

Left: Brenda Klein, Jody Wilson Boling and Jimmy Klein. Right: 
FOH board president Nancy Bowen. Photos by Lucy Allen.

1. Gilbert Miller donated a painting by 
Grace Compton refurbished by Mary 
Wimberly. 
2. Fern stand donated by Gilbert Milner.
3. The Mary Gannon Gunn Estate 
donated an antique frame. Nan Leathers 
and Claire James had a beveled mirror 
put in the frame. 
4. A needlepoint hanging from the Mary 
Gannon Gunn Estate.
5. The Mary Gannon Gunn Estate do-
nated a framed antique print of ladies. 
 

1.

2.

4.
5.

3.
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Donations Through 
November 1,  2018
In memory of Eve Marie Carson
 Dennis Utley

In memory of Verner Franklin Chaffin
 Suzanne and Jack Bennett

In memory of William Victor Crosby
 Suzanne and Jack Bennett

In memory of Ted Crowe Jr.
 Sue Boatright
 Ginger Duensing
 Walter Eckles
 Dorothy Crowe Hudson
 Virginia McLaren and Michael Matthews
 Catherine Slaughter

In memory of Ronald Easter
 Mr. and Mrs. Edward Noland

In memory of Wallace B. “Wally” 
Eberhard
 Suzanne and Jack Bennett

In memory of Laura Rogers Fortson
 Children of Laura Rogers Fortson

In memory of Jack J. Hill
 Linda Rhodes

In memory of Maxie Hubbard
 Helen and Mark Costantino

In memory of Mary Anne Bittner 
Kenner
 Sue Boatright
 Helen and Mark Costantino
 Fran and Richard Lane
 Carol and Rob Winthrop

In memory of Kathleen Granrose
 Cheryln S. Granrose

In memory of Mary Gannon Gunn
 Fran and Richard Lane

In memory of Allison Bishop Hays
 Mrs. Thomas Dyer

In memory of Donna Garrett Keith
 Suzanne and Jack Bennett

In memory of Kate Middendorf
 Claire James

In memory of Lidwina “Winnie” Rosa 
Grayson Kelly
 Anonymous
 Richard J. Arroll
 Teresa Davis (Synergy Team)
 EvershedsSutherland (US) LLP
 Helen Haynes
 Huseyin Koca
 Fran and Richard Lane
 Patti (Mrs. James F.) Law
 Annelies Mondi
 Greer and Alex Taylor

In memory of Mary Anne Kenner
 Ann G. Moseley

In memory of John Koenig Jr.
 Suzanne and Jack Bennett
 Mrs. Thomas Dyer

In memory of Margaret and Robert 
McPherson
 Mrs. Thomas Dyer

In memory of Robert McPherson
 Laura and Jim Miller
 Lucy and Lothar Tresp

In memory of Albert “Buddy” Sams 
 Ann G. Moseley

In memory of Elinor Tillman Terrell
 Elizabeth Hughes Spalding

Anonymous donations in memory of:
 Dr. Benjamin Childs Barrow
 Rebecca Seagraves Baugh
 Floy Fantona Fowler Bisson
 Nancy Evelyn Cantrell
 Olivia Bloomfield Carlisle
 Janey M. Cooley
 Jack Curtis
 Jones Milner Drewry
 Margaret Gunn “Meg” Dure
 Thomas George Dyer
 Kathryn Kelly “Kay” Glenn
 Marion Stegeman Hodgson
 Jean Phillips Hunnicutt
 Faye Rickett Kemp
 Anicia Simao “Luiz” Lewis
 Amy Hargrove Nicholson
 Harriet Hoard Nix
 Dorothy Hefling Paul
 Michalle Aldridge Quarles
 Jack Rowland
 Martha Phinizy Segrest
 James Francis “Jimbo” Thornton
 Elaine Hudson Tillman
 Betty Russell Vandiver
 Harry Orbell Yates III

For OHC Capital Campaign 
 Barbara and Vince Dooley Family 
 Foundation
 Dot and Lam Hardman Family Founda- 
 tion, Inc.
 Camilla and Mack H. Guest III
 The Hutchinson Family Foundation at  
 the Athens Area Community Foundation
 The Irving Family Fund at the Athens  
 Area Community Foundation
 Curtis Mosso
 Julia Milner Taylor
 Gloria Ricks Taylor
 Terrell Family Foundation
 Turner Family Foundation

In memory of Garnett Lee Daniel Jr.
 Adair Allen and Lisa Anderson

In memory of Robert E. Gibson
 Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Jackson Bennett III

 Jeanette Bowers
 Mrs. Thomas Dyer
 Joseph Earl Gilbreath Jr.
 Molly and Michael Kimler
 Karen and Jeff Lewis
 David Matheny
 Ann G. Moseley
 Julie and Rocky Rief
 Margarete and Malcolm Warwick
 Ellen Wilkins Wiley
 Corene and Jim Wilson

In memory of Mary Gannon Gunn
 Patricia Jarrett
 Greta Covington

In memory of Andy Johnson
 Page Gunn Pate

In memory of Lidwina “Winnie” Rosa   
Grayson Kelly
 Linda Winn

In memory of Albert “Buddy” Dobbs 
Sams Jr.
 Page Gunn Pate

In memory of George M. Scott
 Anna’s Walk Condominium Assoc.
 Rita Golke

In honor of Mary Hardman
 Sam Talmadge

in honor of Thomas Wilfong 
 Suzanne Barbour
 Hayley Cox
 Judy Milton

Donations
 Frank S. Bachelder
 Henry T. Folsom and Cassie Folsom
 Claude Smith
 Terrell Family Foundation

Donation for Trees
 Athens Garden Club
 Green Acres Garden Club
 Ladies Garden Club
 Thomas McKey Tillman Foundation (in   
 memory of Thomas M. Tillman Jr., Billups P.   
 Tillman and Elinor T. Terrell)

Donation for GIS Cemetery Marketing
 Alice and Noah N. Langdale Jr. Foundation 

Donation for Bondurant Lot Repairs
 Emmet Bondurant

Donations in honor of Charlotte 
Thomas Marshall
 Elizabeth “Lizz” Bernstein
 Congregation Children of Israel

Donation to Sexton’s House
 JoAn Salloum
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Left: Carl Grimes, who owns Greenbrier Landscaping, has done an outstanding job 
of overseeing the crew that maintains Oconee Hill Cemetery. Here, Carl is standing 
next to a water wheel that can pump water out of the Middle Oconee River for 
trees and sod. The cemetery’s water bills previously had been extremely high as we 
had paid Athens-Clarke County for water. The pump is portable and can easily 
move from place to place.
Above: Don Smith, the general manager of Oconee Hill Cemetery, sits in the new 
six-passenger electric golf cart that he uses to take clients to see potential lots. Billy 
Willoughby cleans and charges the golf cart.


